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 .ABSTRACT ‘ s S : .
' " Polltlcal sc1ence,departments in commgggty cgiigges

e the validity of liberal arts '

. have the opportunity to demonstrafe the validity of
courses by helping students becomne .aware of both the forces shaping

. their' liwes and their options ih publlc and prlvate dec151on-mak1ng.

- The first probgﬁm the pol;tlcal ci‘ence 1nstructor ‘faces is mat rlais .

selection. Although an. overggew lext' seems the 51mplest and mos
, ‘tomprehen51ve ool to use ¥n an 1ntroductory Américan governmgfit .
" course, it is probably the most disastrous choice from the student's

‘point of view. ldsue-oriented readers, which generally have h1gher

interest vakue than textbooks, offer the best opportunity to 1nVOIVe:

g;ggggggfgn the introductory course. Experiemtial- learning 'is also .

‘fundamental to an effective .and. mean1ngful pdllt1ca1 stience course.

Projects. canﬂranggfﬁgg@fﬁay;gg students write letters:to their _
‘congressmen,; ‘to; designing and condgcting public. Jopinion polls. ©One

.effective project is a neon-partisan voter: infdrmation: campaign for - %

"fall term.lsourses which-carefuylly and: thoughtfully chocse»mater1al§ 3

and active learning experiences,  assert the virtues and dembnstrate

the 1mportance of liberal-artsd éahééﬁgaﬁ. (Lp) . : “
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-Everywhere we Iook; we f1nd the leeral Arts bemoanlng thelr fate.

Ehroilments are down., Technologlcal llteracy has replaced what we mlghtf
: cal} Humanistic llbera Y .o étudents thlnk only of the 30b marRet adm1—

nlstrators thlnk onlyi” FTEs If the sense oﬁ pgrpose of a L1beral Arts
S .

,/}éucatlon seems to be t'reatened 1nuthe 4 year colleges .1t has been

S .

~utterly devastated in th 2 year colleg ' Of course. one may'wonder to

SN :
what degree the communltk olleges ever had a f1rm commltment toxleeraTL
> t ‘ - . ;
Arts educatlon 1n the flﬁst plSce ‘ Weréq't theysalways the-poorwstep.a
* K

v

sisters of the 4 year 1nst1tutlons, a haif wdy houSe for marginal studehtsf;

s
stepstool (not a ladder) on the way to the. lower levelfﬁob marketyg

Ish' t ﬁhere always some questlon about the transferablllty of our’ coursesi
,\ ; . .
ahd tHe“acadernic legitimacy of our .faculty? _ LT

a It is precisely because the commuplty coiieges are in_such a pre-, é

" carious position-iw the academic-communlty t aE the qualxty of ogrrbxberéé

Cee i .
1

,,,,,

Arts courses must be high’ Con51der aiso Ehe massxve basic sklils problems

we face, thé'diyerse ‘non- tradxtlonal popuiatrons we serve, and .the factq
\

that for maty, of our students the: leeral Arts course they take from us
t R _

might be the fIrsE‘and the last ﬁgberal Arts course they ever take ~ In

‘ éeﬁeral.terms;~we have a great respohsrbllaty to prov1de-these'students ‘.
S _ . ' o : S Lt
with a stimulating, thdught-provoking educational experience that will:

_open the intellectual.door, slammed shut by the spirit (albeit well=inten-

.

tloned) ofrnarrow vocatioﬁiism;_ In spec1f1c terms, we 'in Political

power and, wlthout propagatlng myths,. to help them become more . aware of the

forces that shape thelr l;ves, more "alive to the optlons they have in L

/ o ST \,.'_‘ ;‘ (

3
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ThlS, then, 1s/é d visipon of civics modernized. When we think

4

of the term "civics"; we tend to think of politiéal indoctrination; and

‘uncritical patrlotlsm. But; at least according to a 1936 civics book
v' ‘

-suggested that 01vxcs¢educatlon meant an emphasis on problem solv1ng

1

encouraging students to work'out their own solutions; "to apply general

~

principles to local situatiohs"; to activgl pa’ticlpate in the life
) y

T I ' e
* of the community. Such educatlon the book p01nts out\ is truly meaning—

B \X ful le'fnlng based on the principle of self dlscovery and 1ntellectual
~ ,

self det”rmlnatxo ThlS is the way to promote .the skllls of crltlcal

#analysls and 1ndependent th1nk1ng that should be the result of ‘a SOlld
P B

leeral Arts educatlon and that shouldq 1nturn, promote C}VlCS in the '

~

‘best sense df the word. . S T .
N7 - 54 much for theory. Now ontc practice. _JuSt how do we achieve
) these ioity goals.‘»In my eight years at LaGuardia - Commun{ty College,

Lot L

a doopérative educatlon branch of the CUNY, I have settled upon two key

< ,,
methodologles that have proven successful not only 1q/promot1ng exc1t1ng
’ ,A" * - . \

ﬁ? learn1ng but also in: promotlng solld learn1ng And I woul//suggest that

- ~ . -

v

) Fhe fltst‘problem in any course is :what:book to qrde; and this is :
' ! ' . . ES N -t
7 a crucial decision because the book will detetmineithe'entire character
* o+ of your coutse. . Elearly; your ch01ce neflects your §<Y§§sophy~of educatlow
,ofe oy L R ‘ : :
‘Thefe arg three basic 6ptiéns:' The textbook the readef and a collectlon \
N .

* . of monographs: The f1rst glves students the widést Bfeadth and the fullest -

g ;détall’ that is, assuming that they reig the Book: The second provigdes

.

a variety of short rich interpretatlons; examples or case studies-some- .
- - “": .+ h ( Q

A thlng students.can focus on .and dlSCUSS, a p01nt of departure for lectures,
' IV .

a\sourge for the analy51s and appllcatlon of general theory: But a reader_

)
- r

-

- e o s 4 . 7 . N
- . . .. .
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does not cover :thg basics which theh must be dealt with either through

a’ small supplemetary overview text or in’your lectures. The third

' option; monographs; is ﬁotentiélly the'mSSt intérésting and provocative' .
) -

technlque B’t is r eally a graduate scgpol approach because it assumes
3“ v

3

*‘ ES

depth 1nvest1gatxon and ana&ysls of spec1f1c aspects of the course.

L
It assumes a hIgh level of self motivation, eadlng and wr1t1ng sk%lls

which I do not thxnk we cqn demand ot all students in their first study 7

of Polxtlcal ‘é

For an intr American Government course, the choice of an

‘overview textbooﬂ/ls g&ea%ly the 51mple§t, the most logical, and the
'\ .

most conven1ent from the, Tculty s p01nt of view. It is probably also
t
.'l -
the most disastrous cho&ce from ‘the students p01nt of views To put’

-

1t bluntly; téxtbooks (even the besf of them) are dull and students

réons, the maps{rthe lists, the

won't red.them.' The charts, the,caf

' definitiong)- etc.; are wonderful teaching’tools but are not worth the

i R — . _s___ },;
prlce 1f stu ents don't read what s around them: When was the last

“
- -

~

1 can 't get thrppgh&¢hem myself.- I, too abs—

Hhl
[
S
Ol

tract, too overwhelmed with détailﬁ ‘too discouraglngly comprehensive,.
. ~r . - K
They are really reference bbQks and are not well deSigned to stimulate
\ '

students to tblnk- By contrast readers are 1nherently select1ve and

_isgué?orientédi"?ﬁftﬁé%ﬁéfé; Eﬁéfé are many good ones the market.

__a . : - — - L -

Here, it deems t& me, is the best opportunlty we have to make the most

of our introductérv'level Amerrca% Government ‘course. Actually the

very best optlon would be a combined: text- reader but few of those

/‘\
exist. Readers serve several functions-.. For ‘students with ba51c skllls )
, 2

of styles and’ from a VarIety of perspectlves. Their 1nterest value

1

< o oL . 'ss . 7 S :
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is high and they o6ffer ‘many

.as well as for classroom aiééﬁégiaa. In addition they are less forbId—‘

ainérthan a monolithic, omnibus text. The aajaf objectlon to them is

.

inviting féaaiag material available. I contend that it is better to

have students read something select1ve well than to have them read

something comﬁrehensiGe poorly;, 1f-at,all; ’ 3~; o ‘\; ‘

Baoks are Ehe bu 1ld1ng blocks for an American Government course

but'th"y are not enough. In a sub]ect llke Political Sc1ence; we

have - a marvelous opportunity to make each course a/d?naplc, living

educatlonal experIence simply by o;act1c1ng what we preach §Insteaﬂ

B ~of . talklng, we sﬂould be doing and that is how our students w1ll really

EE * :
learn about the complex1t1es of Polltlcal Science. That 1s also how ;.

‘: - RS . o -
R .«

nolcs the mey co meanlngrul learnlng

Y . ¢ s +,

Progects for an ;ntroductory level Amerlcan Government course caq

-the ideas, you m1ght want to start modestly by requ1r1ng students to

‘write a’ letter to one of their representailvesﬁ by taking the clasg'to

& T

visit a loca pOlltLCIan, or by sendmng students outy to do structuredr

1nterv1ews of communlty act1v1sts. Gettlng a llttel more amb1tlous, you

mi"h& want_ta aé51gﬁ;5 ﬁoii .a controverslal debate, a class research

7:~ '- ,,,'- [ ,.,,.,, _ N
project; or a slmulat;on game. . Whatéver the veh1cle, tﬁé 1dea 1s to

-t i - .
. . .
. N R -

T IR



. o T o . - CL
Coe S I S y ;@' ' ! \'ﬁﬁitané . 5%
Litéraiiy get stuéénté out of tﬁéir}géété, and to/;:%e them a hands -
\_' ' -
on exper1ence w1th the people Sﬁd pr1nc1ples of p011t1CS. Far from ’

- iﬁCthétlhg §tiidéi’it§ to want to 1earn more abcut what th'ey are experiencing.
T

B Nothing is better than direct personal lnvolvement for overcomlng apathy,
N 1 . *

for pmaking abstract. theory relevant, and for prcmcting the spirit of

o

critical -inquiry and rational thought.

’rlng the fall term. This is a. large

voter 1nformat10n campaigns ¢
. > ] * . .

project aﬁﬁ provides room

)

reproducing and handlng ‘out the chart, by organlzlng,and staﬁflng a.

voter reglstratlon and 1nformat1e? tabLe, by de51gn1ng bulletln ‘board

and library dlspiays andtn'wrltlng articles for the school newspaper. )

If we add a candldates ‘debate or a student poll to the prOJect, there

are more ways to part1c1pate - formulating the questions; preparing; .
1 distributifg; and ébiintinij the ballots, not t’o"menti;on.h'aiul the admini-
: ol N S

strative details that make any eXent a success. Such. a project requires

\

re a lot' of work — by faculty and student allke‘- but it 1s well ﬁértﬁ =

the.-effort.- Stﬁdenté'f el 51gn1f1cant as 1nd1v1duais and vibrant: as

a érbﬁg. They see the. relatlonshlp between what we are d01ng and what

'

' ‘

issues:. Most 1mportai§ly, they learn and they ﬂearn weli. . It is an

K2 “ 1y 'Sl - 5
unconventlonal method towards a conventlona end. J/
- B ) ' '
In an era WhICh“flndS the Liberal Axts mallgned and heieaguered

: ‘

" - -




" of those areas by focu51ng on issues, by promotr;g readapgfand dlscussi’
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"c'o"u'reee that W111 challenge and stlmjlate the i,
.

0 -

v - . C
treat them lﬂhe sponges, or roggts._ As the;,prepare for*llf i;d work‘z ¥

R

i T ;
¥n a hlgh teéﬁnology, Servigce orlented worlde they need sofme trq{hihg B S

in crltlcal thlnklné arid decision maklng, the? neeg to(haVe a better','

v

\. Ry . \
practice. A good~American government cdhrse can géen'thg'door in eéoh
: . \ ~

~e .

by encouraging active part1c1patlon in the pollqﬁcai pr;aess. Suclr a, -
, ,\

course also provxdes a solid foundatlon fo raqsfer to a gaur year
— \. (‘

reoi tion. of the dxcitement and compiex: y of Pgixtlcal éiehoe,— botlf

as theory and reaiity - be it in the 'étlon, the. state, the communlty
3 .

or the college. Anﬂ if that isn t’c1v1cs in the “best seﬁse of the wera,

- AR
v — B [
N .

I don't know what is. 7 T
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